Name:  __________________________________________  Sec:  _____  Date:  ________________________
News Currents Question of the Week – DUE THURSDAY 11/12/09
Directions:
Step 1 – With a parent or other adult read and discuss the question below.



Step 2 – In your own words write a response based on your viewpoint and the discussion with 



the adult that was involved.

Requirements:








 Points
	Parent/adult signature of participation
	5
	

	Attention getting opening or hook
	5
	

	Length  - 1 paragraph (5-7 sentences)
	10
	

	Complete response – addresses all parts of the question – includes at least 3 supporting details/reasons
	15
	

	Organized (beginning, middle, end); Varied sentence lengths
	10
	

	Few intrusive errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization and grammar.
	5
	


Background info:  Today our military has a “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” rule regarding gays in the military.  In 1993 Bill Clinton signed “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” into law.  Before the law, gays were banned from the military.  The “Don’t Ask” part means the military is not permitted to investigate a service member’s sexual orientation unless he or she is suspected of violating the policy.  The “Don’t Tell” part means military personnel are banned from serving if they tell anyone that they are gay.  All of this basically means a gay person can serve as long as they don’t tell anyone that they’re gay.  Obama made a campaign promise to repeal the law.  Recently, a crowd marched in Washington, DC to remind Obama of his promise and to put pressure on him to take action.  If the law is repealed it would allow an openly gay person to serve in the military.  Some people think letting openly gay people into the military will be harmful to morale.  Others believe it will not harm the military and may help by bringing in more people.
Do you think “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” should be overturned?  Why or why not?  Note:  If you feel your opinions are too private, you may be vague in your response.










____________________________________










                     (Parent/Adult Signature)
