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WHAT IS A DOMAIN NAME?  Why is it important?    
What does the URL (Web address) say about the publisher /sponsor of the web site, and its purpose? Look at the final syllable in the address (after the dot—this is called the domain name) The first three sites below are all "White House" sites. Which is the official White House site? How can you tell? Note that all three sites are easily accessible in a web search for "White House". 

	.gov 
	Government agency: www.whitehouse.gov

	.net
	Internet Service Provider: www.whitehouse.net

	.com
	Commercial site (Note: www.whitehouse.com is a pornographic site. Go there at your own risk.) This site will be blocked at school.

	.edu
	Higher education - www.lesley.edu. Other educational sites may appear with different domain names: www.whitehouse.gov/kids

	.mil
	Military site- www.navy.mil/

	~
	("tilde") Personal site - http://www.members.tripod.com/~DAdams/qkbrdinf.html

	.org
	Organization; may be charitable, religious, or a lobbying group - http://www.rtda.org.


.nl     Country names appear as a two-letter abbreviation in the domain name. For a complete list, go to     Google  and search Domain Name Registries around the World.  Put it in quotes—select feeling lucky.
· New domain names include .museum, .info and .biz, among others. Read more about them at InterNic FAQ on Domain Names.

Domain Name limiter SEARCH STRATEGY: To limit a search to only educational or government sponsored websites go to the Google search engine and type in a keyword search than add “site:edu”  Notice how all the hits will be from an educational sponsor.  Try this using “site:gov”  
Response Prompts

Why would the domain name limiter tool be helpful when doing research?
Why would it be important to know if a site is sponsored by a lobbyist group?

What does a tilde (~ ) mean in a website address?

Information retrieved 7-15-2010 http://www.lesley.edu/library/guides/research/evaluating_web.html
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